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A la francaise, the Dutch do Offenbach’s

Orphée aux enfers
19/06/2023 by Laurence Vittes

fNetherlands Offenbach, Orphée aux enfers: Soloists, Chorus of Opera Zuid,
Philharmonie Zuidnederland / Enrico Delamboye (conductor). Flint Theatre,

Amersfoort, 6.6.2023. (LV)
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Mathys Lagier (Orphée) and Amel Brahim-Djelloul (Eurydice) © Joost Milde

Production:

Director — Benjamin Prins

Design — Neil Marloes en Wikke and Marrit van der Burgt
Lighting — Julian Maiwald

Choreography — Willy Laury

Cast:

Eurydice — Amel Brahim-Djelloul
Pluton — Mark Omvle

Jupiter — Roger Smeets

Junon - Francis van Broekhuizen
Orphée — Mathys Lagier

Bacchus / Opinion Publique — Thomas Morris
Mercure - Jeroen de Vaal

Diane — Anna Emelianova

John Styx — Olivier Hernandez
Vénus — Marina Ruiz

Cupidon - Sophie Collin

Apollon — Tom Jansen

The word on the street in France is that authentic Offenbach - i.e. most deliriously
nihilistic — is likely to be found in the south, in Marseille. What a happy surprise to
find that a thousand kilometers north an opera company, based in Maastricht, the
Netherland’s south, has been touring a production of Orphée aux enfers that is as
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At the helm again after the company’s success with Fantasio in 2019, director
Benjamin Prins described the music ‘as vulnerable as a bubble and extremely
extravagant’. Using imaginative stagecraft, including floating chess pieces and other
found objects, and putting the chorus in the balcony at one point, he kept the setting at
the Athenian Acropolis but veered occasionally into future centuries including an
appearance by Offenbach himself. The musical ‘version mixte’ that Prins and
conductor Enrico Delamboye concocted was based on the 1858 and 1874 versions, and
the production was assembled to fit into venues from the Parktheater in Eindhoven to
the Opera op de Parade in ’s-Hertogenbosch, where Orphée will end its run on 22 June.

It was the company’s first appearance at the Flint in the beautiful city of Amersfoort,
and the fun began after the Overture when Thomas Morris’s pugnacious Public
Opinion rose from the first row in the audience. Looking like Dustin Hoffman’s
Tootsie, Morris chatted to the conductor and friends — ‘Martine, ¢ca va?’ — before
reaching a stage populated by five extremely amorous sheep who later would go off in
paroxysms of baas while Orphée was busy with his own dirty dancing.

The cast was wonderful from top to bottom, with flashes of unpredictable chemistry.
Amel Brahim-Djelloul’s Eurydice flirted deliciously with Mark Omvlee’s commanding
Pluton and Mathys Lagier’s egotistical Orphée, and sailed brilliantly through her great
arias, while Morris scored as Bacchus as much as with Public Opinion. Only Marina
Ruiz’s Vénus, acting exquisitely while carrying a mirror to check her beauty, and
Jeroen de Vaal’s otherwise engaging Mercure, struggled to be heard — and during his
famous ‘Eh hop! Eh hop!” the orchestra took such delight that no one could reasonably
complain. Sophie Collin’s Cupidon in diapers almost stole the show, and Roger
Smeets’s perplexed Jupiter with his stage prop of a lightning bolt was the night’s final
and best absurdity.

Energized by musical intrusions that included Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto, La
Marseillaise and Love Me Tender — all absurdly perfect considering Offenbach’s own
use of Gluck’s ‘Che faro senza Euridice’ — the entire cast was dancing by the end with
some glorious singing by Eurydice and Orphée. The finale came amidst explosions of
golden confetti.

The five-person corps de ballet added a sexy French snap of its own throughout the
night, whether it was their opening ballet parodying Swan Lake or their embracing
Eurydice in the guise of Cerberus’s three heads. Their chaotic take on the iconic galop
was a welcome change from a clichéd can-can.
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expertly balanced with the singers and chorus so that not one delectable instrumental
morsel was dropped off the table: an acoustic miracle.

Next season, Opera Zuid will take on Mozart’s Der Schauspieldirektor and a Rossini
double bill of La Scala di Seta and Il Signor Bruschino. It should be a riot.

Laurence Vittes

@m International Opera, Opera & Ballet

® Amersfoort, Laurence Vittes

< The sense of place hits you and makes the St Magnus Festival feel really unique as
the music begins.

> Marin Alsop leads the Seattle Symphony in a celebration of Shakespeare’s Romeo
and Juliet
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Sasha Regan’s all-make Mikado offers innocent fun at Wilton’s (21/06/2023)

* A clash of cultures front and center in Dvorak’s Armida at Prague’s National Theatre
(21/06/2023)
¢ Stephen Kovacevich celebrates Berg, Beethoven and life at the Festival de Musica dos
Capuchos (21/06/2023)
e From the Hebrides Ensemble at the St Magnus Festival there is that sense of place again;
both magical and central (21/06/2023)
* Anna Netrebko is the standout performer in a spectacular new Aida at the 100th Verona
Opera Festival (20/06/2023)
¢ Italian bass Adolfo Corrado is the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World 2023 (20/06/2023)

¢ Zurich Opera strikes (liquid) gold in a fascinating new production of Turandot but without a
happy end (19/06/2023)
e Marin Alsop leads the Seattle Symphony in a celebration of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
(19/06/2023)
A la frangaise, the Dutch do Offenbach’s Orphée aux enfers (19/06/2023)

¢ The sense of place hits you and makes the St Magnus Festival feel really unique as the music
begins. (19/06/2023)
* Apollo’s Fire concert in the Ohio countryside packs both charm and substance (19/06/2023)

e San Francisco Opera celebrates a century with a rousing gala (18/06/2023)

e Superb, joyful Messiaen in Simon Rattle’s final Barbican concert as LSO Music Director
(18/06/2023)
* ENB’s Cinderella finds Precious Adams centre stage and having a ball with the entire
company in-the-round (18/06/2023)
* Opera Holland Park’s Hansel und Gretel is a lovely yet not too lovely evening (18/06/2023)
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¢ Conductor Charlotte Corderoy talks to John Quinn and looks forward to Pilgrim’s Progress at
the Three Choirs Festival (14/06/2023)
e Oxford International Song Festival — 18 to 28 October 2023 (08/06/2023)

* North Yorkshire’s Ryedale Festival — 14th to 30th July 2023 (08/06/2023)

* Speranza Scappucci is the Royal Opera House’s new Principal Guest Conductor (05/06/2023)

* (Chelsea Opera Group’s La clemenza di Tito at Cadogan Hall on 10 June (01/06/2023)

* Royal Opera House at the cinema in 2023-24 (29/05/2023)
* Orkney’s St Magnus International Festival returns this year from 16 to 23 June (23/05/2023)

* Munich’s Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra in 2023-24 (23/05/2023)

e Regents Opera’s London performances of Die Walktire this May (17/05/2023)

¢ English National Opera in 2023-2024 (17/05/2023)
* English National Ballet’s Cinderella in-the-round returns to the Royal Albert Hall in June 2023
(12/05/2023)
* June 2023: Yannick Nézet-Séguin conducts The Met Orchestra in Paris, London, and Baden-
Baden (11/05/2023)
e Bampton Classical Opera in 2023 (11/05/2023)
e The Royal Opera House in 2023-2024 (26/04/2023)
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